
Council on American Indian Concerns

Regular Monthly Meeting, May 11, 2011
DNR Conference Room, Atlanta 

Council members in attendance: Nealie McCormick, Ralph Crews, Tom Gresham, JB Jones and
Royce McCrary

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Nealie McCormick at 1:43 p.m. Ralph Crews led
the opening prayer. 

The April, 2011 meeting minutes, which had been emailed to members earlier, were approved as
sent.

The treasurer’s report, which had been emailed to members earlier, was approved as sent. 

Communications to the Council - Nealie McCormick reported that the Council received several
telephone calls in the past month and that he has responded or will respond to them. Two
involved requests for copies of the Henry Flood report on the Georgia Tribe of Eastern
Cherokee. Tom Gresham reported that he has had several telephone conversations with Jerome
Evans, who called the Council about his concerns with possible looting of Indian mounds in
western Taliaferro County. Tom told Mr. Evans that the Council will need to know precisely
where the mounds are and the name and contact information for the land owner.

Ongoing Business

Replacement for Sarah Hill – Nealie McCormick reported that he will submit the name and
resume of Dr. Jace Weaver, a Cherokee Indian and director of the Institute of Native American
Studies at the University of Georgia, to the Governor’s office immediately after our meeting.   

Reproducing Henry Flood report – Nealie McCormick said that it appears that the Council does
not have possession of an electronic version of Henry Flood’s 2007 report on the four factions of
the Georgia Tribe of Eastern Cherokee. He and Tom Gresham each have major pieces of the
report in paper form, and together they have a complete report, with the transmittal letter to the
Governor and the Council resolution accepting the report. Tom will have the complete hard copy
scanned and will make six copies on CDs. He will also copy pages so that he and Nealie each
have a complete hard copy.

Burke County Looted Site – Tom Gresham reported that, upon court order, he attended a
sentencing hearing in Waynesboro for the two men who pled guilty to looting an archaeological
site in Burke County last year. The men had just completed paying off the minimum restitution
costs of $7,384.00, but the Council has incurred expenses so far of $12,319.77, which leaves a
balance due of  $4,935.77.  The Council sent a letter and documentation to the probation office
and the judge requesting that the balance be paid. Tom said that the judge initially indicated



informally that he would make the two men pay this amount, but no more. Then, at the formal
hearing a short time later, Judge Daniel suddenly said that they would have to pay no more. Tom
observed that the Council has the money to cover the expenses and that the most important
aspect of the fines and restitution is the widespread publicity it generated, which should help
deter further looting.

Frontiers in the Soil Distribution – Tom Gresham reported that as directed at the previous
meeting, the Council purchased and has received 470 copies of Frontiers in the Soil: The
Archaeology of Georgia for distribution to public middle schools in Georgia. Tom is working
with a former state Social Studies coordinator who lives in Athens to get about 140 copies hand
delivered to Metro Atlanta school districts. The rest will be distributed through Regional
Education Services Agencies (RESAs). Nealie will hand deliver to the Southwest Georgia
RESA, Tom will hand deliver to the Northeast Georgia RESA, and the rest will be shipped by
US postal service, at the media rate. Tom said it would cost about $15 to ship a box of books,
plus the cost of purchasing boxes. The Council agreed to cover the costs of shipping the books. 

New Business:
 
New Brochures – Frankie Mewborn reported that the 5,000 copies of the revised Artifact
Collecting brochures are in Pam Meditz’s office down the hall. Frankie offered to distribute
them through the park system of Georgia. The Council agreed to have Frankie keep two of the
boxes of brochures and Tom would take one box. All Council members were encouraged to take
a stack of brochures and help distribute them. 

Year End Finances - Tom Gresham reported that the Society for Georgia Archaeology was not
able to prepare and deliver programs to schools from the ArchaeoBus by the end of the school
year. There simply was not enough time to make the arrangements and schedule the visits. Thus,
SGA will not use the $2,500.00 that was allocated at the previous meeting. The same appears to
be true for the Fernbank Museum. Tom Gresham informed the Council that Fernbank
archaeologist Dennis Blanton will be leaving Fernbank at the first of June. In discussions it
became clear that it is very difficult for the Council to purchase educational services late in the
fiscal year (April or May), largely because the programming has to be completed by about May
and the school year ends in May.  

Announcements, Other Business 

Frankie Mewborn informed the Council about a geo-caching program that DNR has instituted in
several of Georgia’s State Historic Sites. It requires finding and solving clues that leads to a
prize, and not digging up items.  

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:46.

Visitors: Rachel Black, Frankie Mewborn, Frances Crews, Gisela Gresham, Dan and Dola
Davis, Steve Gooch 
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