
Council on American Indian Concerns

Regular Monthly Meeting, September 8, 2010
DNR Conference Room, Atlanta 

Council members in attendance: Nealie McCormick, Tom Gresham, Ralph Crews, Sarah Hill, JB
Jones, Royce McCrary and MariaTeresa Tersigni-Tarrant

Chairman McCormick called the meeting to order at 1:35 p.m. Ralph Crews led the opening
prayer. 

The August 2010 meeting minutes, which had been emailed to members earlier, were approved
as submitted.

The treasurer’s report, which had been emailed to members earlier, was accepted as submitted.

Sarah Hill reported that the month’s email to the Council, which had been emailed to members
earlier, included three inquiries. Sarah responded to two of the questions (about Indian coins and
Council business cards) and Tom Gresham to the third (about artifact collecting laws).

New Business

Invited guest Mercedes Arnold of the Office of Federal Contract Compliance Programs, U.S.
Department of Labor introduced herself and two colleagues. She explained that her office
monitors Equal Employment Opportunity activities to make sure that federal contracts are fair
and equally open to all minorities, including American Indians. She said that the main purpose of
her visit today was to make sure that we knew of her office and its role in ensuring fair hiring
and contracting with the federal government. She said a recent emphasis of the department has
been work with veterans. The OFCCP office responds to complaints and works with companies
to address problems and ensure compliance. As part of its outreach and education program, the
office sponsors ethnic festivals at the Department of Labor building in Atlanta. The Native
American program is scheduled for November and she requested input from the Council about it.
Vonnie McCormick noted that Marilyn McGaughey has previously spoken at the festival on
behalf of the Council. 

Tom Gresham reported that in accord with the wishes of the Council, he had developed a one-
page explanation of Georgia laws regarding reporting burials during planned archeological
excavations. As the Council suggested, the explanation and the Council’s 2006 policy statement
on encountering and studying burials will be sent to archeologists who might excavate sites in
the coming years. Deputy State Archaeologist Bryan Tucker said his office would work with the
Council in preparing a cover letter and sending the information packet to archeologists working
in Georgia. 



Tom Gresham said that the Council’s Annual Report to the Governor for FY 2010 will be due
soon. As is now standard practice, Tom and Sarah Hill will compose the report in the format
used in the past several years. 

  
Ongoing Business  

Debbie Walsmith reported that the contract between the Office of Panning and Budget and the
DNR for the operation of the Council for FY 2011 has now been signed by all parties. 

Guest Jim Langford thanked the Council for its financial support and for Sarah Hill’s
participation in the Coosawattee Foundations’ teachers’ workshops at Etowah Mounds and New
Echota over the summer.  He said that the workshops provided a two-way learning experience,
as teachers and a Pima Indian visitor shared information about successful approaches. 

Nealie McCormick reported on the Governors’ Interstate Indian Council conference he and
Vonnie attended last month. Thirteen states were represented. There was much discussion of
crime on Indian lands and on efforts by some federal tribes to abolish state-recognized tribes.
The GIIC is trying to mediate disputes between federal tribes and the 56 state-recognized tribes.
The GIIC meeting next year will be in Alabama, sponsored by Alabama, Georgia and Florida. 

Sarah Hill reported that in accord with the Council’s wishes, she contacted DNR attorney Emily
Hitchcock to ask if we really needed to pursue adopting Rules and Regulations, and Ms.
Hitchcock advised that the Council should continue. Sherry Crew-Jay of Parks and Historic Sites
Division is willing to help shepherd us through the process. In the ensuing discussion about the
difficulty in adopting Rules and Regulations, Jim Langford, a former DNR Board member,
questioned the need for the Council to pursue adoption. 

Tom Gresham reported that he asked Georgia Power Company for an update on possible site
disturbance in Floyd County, on Young family land, but that he has not yet received a response.

MariaTeresa Tersigni-Tarrant reported that DNR Ranger Jeff Billips inspected the looted
archeological site in Burke County in late August and collected a number of large mammal
bones exposed on the surface, thinking that some may be human. The bones had been exposed
by the process of rain washing over the backfilled dirt, and not by any more looting. She
examined the bones and presented a written report to the Council stating that all were animal and
none were human. Ranger Billips also collected two stone tools (drills) and a large flake.
MariaTeresa gave the material to Tom Gresham, who will place it with the bone and artifacts
collected from the site last fall. This material is still with the two analysts hired by the Council,
Jerald Ledbetter and Lisa O’Steen. 

Ralph Crews announced that their tribe will hold its 30  anniversary pow-wow the weekend ofth

October 7-9, 2010 and all are welcome to attend. 

Ralph also announced that Marilyn McGaughey’s sister, who had been ill, died on Monday. The
Council expressed its sorrow and extended its sympathy to Marilyn.



There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:02 p.m.

Visitors: Debbie Walsmith, Bryan Tucker, Jim Langford, Mercedes Arnold, David Buchanan,
Canvas Mattox, Dan and Dola Davis, Frances Crews, Vonnie McCormick, Wayne Grindle, Pool
Gooch


