
Council on American Indian Concerns

Regular Monthly Meeting, May 14, 2008
Conference Room, DNR Office Complex, Atlanta 

Council members in attendance: Nealie McCormick, Marilyn McGaughey, Ralph Crews, Tom
Gresham, JB Jones and Royce McCrary

The meeting was called to order by Chairman McCormick at 1:35 pm. Ralph Crews led
the group in an opening prayer. 

The April, 2008 meeting minutes, which had been sent out by email, were approved with
two minor corrections. These were to clarify in the fourth paragraph of the first page (beginning
with “Pam Meditz”) that the Council would examine the draft rules and regulations before being
sent to DNR staff and attorneys for review and to add the word “be” in the third sentence of the
next to last paragraph on page 4.

To accommodate the schedules of our invited guests, Nealie McCormick brought up new
business and asked Paul Brockington of Brockington and Associates to provide the Council with
a briefing on burials encountered recently in Camden County. Mr. Brockington stated that in
accordance with an MOA with the Indian Council and the State Archeologist’s office, they
notified State Archeologist David Crass of several Indian burials that they had encountered while
conducting archeological survey of a large tract of privately owned land in Camden County. He
then turned the presentation over to Tom Whitley, who is the company principal who is directing
the project in which the burials were encountered. Mr. Whitley began by stressing that at least
one of the burials to be discussed was unusual and had elaborate burial goods, making it the
potential target of artifact and grave looters. He emphasized that it is important to not reveal the
location of these burials. Dr. Whitley stated that Brockington and Associates have recorded 115
archeological sites on a large tract of land, six of which have had Indian burials (two others had
non-Indian cemeteries). All evidence of Indian burials has come from Phase I shovel tests or
Phase II test units; no major excavation has been undertaken. 

Dr. Whitley continued that one very large site (about 26 acres) had an earthen mound that
appeared to be of Indian origin, and when tested, it was found to contain a cremated burial with
associated European beads and metal artifacts. It is possible that this is a major chief’s burial.
Because of the visibility of this burial (in a mound) and the fragility of the artifacts, the burial
goods were removed and taken to the Brockington laboratory for non-destructive analysis and
artifact conservation. The human remains from all burials have been left in the units where they
were found. These units have been backfilled. 

Dr. Whitley explained that even though the tract is privately owned, fenced and patrolled,
ornate grave goods cannot be absolutely protected from looters. Brockington and Associates will
work with the land owner on a development strategy that will attempt to lessen or eliminate
impacts to the burial sites. He said that no firm development plans have been made, and that this



survey is occurring very early in the planning process. Tom Gresham provided Paul Brockington
and Tom Whitley with several copies of the Indian Council’s policies regarding Indian burials,
policies that were formally adopted by the Council in February of 2006. Tom Gresham pointed
out that, among other things, the policies recommend avoidance and protection of burials and if
avoidance is impossible that reburials occur on the same site or piece of property. The Council
requested that the policies be reviewed and taken into consideration by the land owner and that
the Council, through State Archaeologist David Crass, be notified in a timely manner (such as
weekly) of any new discoveries of sites that contain burials.

Guest Nancy Venter asked if there is an education committee. Nealie McCormick replied
that the Council does not have a formal standing committee as such, but that Council members
Marilyn McGaughey and Sarah Hill take the lead on education issues.

Ongoing Business

In Ongoing Business, Pam Meditz presented the log of emails, regular mail and telephone
calls received by the Council in the past month. As tallied on the log, Pam and Linda Moye were
able to deal with many of the communications, but forwarded several on to Chairman Nealie
McCormick, Vice-chair Marilyn McGaughey or archeologist Tom Gresham. Tom stated that he
sent an email response to Trudy Mathis about development near Canton. Ralph Crews said he
received a telephone call from a woman asking about financial benefits for Indians, and he
responded that the Council does not handle such benefits. 

Pam Meditz then reported on the ongoing process to adopt Rules and Regulations, saying
that the draft now needs to be reviewed by Sarah Hill and Marilyn McGaughey on behalf of the
Council. It will then go to the DNR attorney’s office (Emily Hitchcock) for review.

Regarding the ongoing issue of reprinting the artifact collecting brochure, Tom Gresham
reported that he conferred with Christine Neal by telephone and had worked out several changes
in wording to reflect new laws. He sent these changes electronically to Pam Meditz, but she did
not receive them. Tom and Pam will ensure that the corrected version gets to Pam as soon as
possible. Pam reported that the few minor changes have been made to the Council brochure, and
that these will be printed soon. Pam also informed the Council that Austin Printing, to whom we
had encumbered funds many years ago, was out of business. Thus, we cannot use those
encumbered funds for our printing needs, but rather must use funds from our current budget. 

In news items about Native Americans, Marilyn and others cited articles in general media
sources about Friends of Etowah Mounds, the Society for Georgia Archaeology meeting at
Fernbank, use of the derogatory term squaw, how cacao was used by South American Indians,
the dating of a skeleton in Oregon to 14,000 BP, Indians selling land to white settlers in north
Georgia, and the creation of an academic society of Native American scholars, partly
spearheaded by UGA’s Jace Weaver. 



New Business   
        
Tom Gresham made a motion to transfer the curation of the human remains and burial

objects that are under the care and jurisdiction of the Indian Council from the DNR’s
Preservation Laboratory at Panola Mountain to the Antonio J. Waring Laboratory at the
University of West Georgia. This was seconded by Ralph Crews, and after a call for discussion,
the motion carried. 

Tom Gresham made a motion to appropriate $900 of Council funds to the Georgia
Department of Natural Resources for the purpose of hiring a qualified physical anthropologist
who can assist with NAGPRA-related identifications of human remains.  This was seconded by
Marilyn McGaughey, and after a call for discussion, the motion carried.

Marilyn McGaughey informed the Council that the June11, 2008 meeting of the Council
will be held at the Swan Coach House restaurant in Buckhead at 1:30 pm. She distributed a map
showing the location of the restaurant. 

Ralph Crews presented an updated assessment of the Indian Council accounts, which
shows that after approved and anticipated expenses, the Council has a surplus of $3,392 for
FY2008, which ends June 30, 2008.

Nealie McCormick announced that he wanted to create two new standing committees. He
appointed Sarah Hill and Marilyn McGaughey to head a committee that will look into obtaining
grants and outside funding for the Council and specific projects the Council may undertake. He
then appointed Royce McCrary and JB Jones to head a committee to look into means to bolster
economic development in Native American communities in Georgia.

Marilyn McGaughey then brought up an issue raised several meetings ago, which was
identifying programs and projects that “foster the culture and heritage of Indians and Indian
descendants in Georgia” [OCGA 44-12-282(7)]. Marilyn suggested we donate $1,500 of Council
funds to the Fernbank Museum expressly to benefit their display and interpretation of Native
American holdings. Tom suggested that we purchase about $1,500 worth of Frontiers in the Soil,
a full-color book for children about archaeology and Native Americans in Georgia produced by
the Society for Georgia Archaeology. These would be distributed by Council members to schools
and libraries.  A motion to appropriate about $1,500 each to these two causes (about $3,000 total)
was made by JB Jones and seconded by Ralph Crews. After a call for discussion, the motion
carried. 

Frankie Mewborn asked DNR archeologist and NAGPRA specialist Debbie Walsmith to
update the Council on DNR’s recent activities in regard to the NAGPRA process. Ms. Walsmith
reported that the National Park Service, the agency that oversees the NAGPRA process, informed
DNR that it had not received the final inventory of human remains and  burial objects, even
though the inventory had been submitted 14 years ago. Ms. Walsmith said that she and State
Archaeologist David Crass had revised the inventory and resubmitted it two weeks ago. The NPS
received it and it will be published soon in the Federal Register. The DNR holdings include



material from five sites, including Etowah Mounds and Kolomoki Mounds.

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:43 p.m.

Visitors: Frankie Mewborn, Pam Meditz, Christine Neal, Leslie Troope, Dan and Dola Davis,
Frances Crews, Paul Brockington, Tom Whitley, Carrie Furman, Nancy Venter, unidentified
companion of Ms. Venter.


