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Council members in attendance: Marilyn McGaughey, Ralph Crews, Tom Gresham, Sarah Hill 
and Royce McCrary 
      
 The meeting was called to order by Vice-Chairman Marilyn McGaughey at 1:31 pm. 
Ralph Crews led the opening prayer.  
 
 The February, 2008 meeting minutes, which had been tabled at the March meeting, were 
approved with no corrections.  The March, 2008 meeting minutes, which had been sent out by 
email, were approved with no corrections. 
 
 Sarah Hill presented an update of our web site development. She has placed a 
preliminary booklist on the site, and urged Council members to make suggestions for additions 
and changes. Karen Burns sent in a photograph of herself (per our request) which Sarah has sent 
to our webmaster Michael Chadwell for inclusion on the site. Sarah then pointed out that the 
absence of the word “Georgia” in our name and on our web page leads many to believe we are a 
national group. Hence, we get many emails via the web site from out of state, regarding out of 
state issues. We discussed that we often informally, refer to the “Georgia” Council and that it 
would take an act of the General Assembly to officially add Georgia to our name. We concluded 
that Sarah and Michael Chadwell will add “Georgia” to the web home page and to the form for 
submitting an email to the Council. Sarah distributed a tally of emails received in the past two 
months. The Council asked Sarah to disseminate monthly her tally of email messages that come 
via our web page.  
 
 Pam Meditz reported progress with our adoption of Rules and Regulations (R&R). She 
has typed or retyped the R&R document and made occasional judgments about reorganization 
and wording, such as eliminating redundancies. She distributed an outline of the current 
document and showed the Council a draft of the revised text. She emphasized that she is trying to 
adhere to the state’s guidelines and the desires of the Council, and does not want to overstep her 
bounds. The Council responded that we greatly appreciate her taking a lead on this and making 
such decisions. When she has prepared the document she will provide it to the Council for 
review. Pam will then send it to Helen in the DNR office to review the document’s formatting, 
and then to DNR attorney Emily Hitchcock to review the content. The Council will then examine 
the document a final time. We reaffirmed an earlier decision by the Council that Sarah Hill and 
Marilyn McGaughey will be the Council’s representatives during the process of adopting the 
R&R. 
 
 Pam Meditz and Tom Gresham discussed the current status of reprinting our Council 
brochure and our artifact collecting brochure. Tom reported that he had some questions about 
comments submitted by the State Archaeologist’s office, and he has made plans to discuss these 
with Christine Neal before the next meeting. Tom handed Pam a CD containing the Council 



brochure. He noted the need to update the Council’s mailing and web site addresses and 
suggested prefacing the list of members with the word “current” rather than specifying the years 
for which they are appointed. 
 
 Marilyn McGaughey initiated a review of recent news items about Indians. The first was 
an AJC story about human remains in Oregon that have been dated to 14,000 years ago, about 
1000 years older than any other remains found in the Americas. Tom added that this is a very 
secure date, and that there are many discoveries with less secure, much older dates, including 
crude stone tools found at the Topper Site just over the Savannah River in South Carolina that 
have been dated to 50,000 year ago. The second article was about a 4,000 year old gold necklace 
from southern Peru whose age demonstrates that gold-working in the New World was older than 
previously thought. 
 
 In new business, Marilyn McGaughey reported that last week the Council had been 
informed by the State Archeologist that a burial had been reported by archeological consultants 
Brockington and Associates found during an excavation in Camden County for the Sea Island 
Company. The excavation was on company land. The notification cited the Programmatic 
Agreement among the Council, Sea Island Company and the Historic Preservation Division that 
was signed a few years ago. She said that since Nealie McCormick and Tom Gresham were both 
unavailable last week, the call about the burial came to her.  Tom Gresham and Marilyn led a 
discussion about the burial, which centered on the problem that we had very few facts regarding 
the case. We did know that it was a prone burial with Spanish artifacts (beads and a metal 
object). Among our questions were the following:  
 was it definitely Indian? 
 are more burials nearby? 
 how are more burials being sought? 
 what is the burial’s archeological context? 
 what is the burial’s developmental context? 

what is the current status of the burial and artifacts (that is, what was excavated and what 
was left in place) ? 

 how was the excavation “authorized” as stated in the HPD cover email? 
  
 We agreed that we need more information and that Marilyn and Tom would set up a 
telephone conference call with Brockington and Associates as soon as possible to discuss the 
matter. To prepare, we discussed our thoughts about dealing with this set of human remains and 
the (possibly) highly valued burial objects. Specifically, we considered our sense of security with 
reburying highly valued burial goods as called for in the Programmatic Agreement. Ralph Crews 
said that he would not object to having the burial objects kept in a safe place, and even on 
display, if done well and for the purpose of education. Sarah Hill expressed reservations about 
separating human remains from their associated burial objects as contrary to the intentions of 
those interred. Tom noted that the Programmatic Agreement among the Sea Island Company, 
HPD and Indian Council, assumes that human remains and their burial objects will not be 
separated. Marilyn pointed out that the PA does not stipulate when the material will be reburied, 
and that she would favor having the burial objects secured out of the ground for non-invasive 
study, and then reburied with the human remains at a later date. Tom stated that the Council 
policy is to ask developers to try hard not to move Indian graves, and if they must be moved, that 



they be reburied on the same site or as close as possible. Tom mentioned the Brasstown Valley 
DNR golf course project and the development at Reynolds Plantation on Lake Oconee as two 
examples where developers designed projects around burials to avoid having to move them. Tom 
expressed his concern that the Sea Island Company may not be fully aware of these sentiments.  
 
 In the concluding discussion a motion passed to have Marilyn and Tom discuss the matter 
with Brockington and Associates. A second motion passed to have Bobby Tuggle speak with the 
Sea Island Company about general burial protection policies.  
  

The possibility of the Council’s needing to house potentially valuable burial objects led 
to discussion of the current Council curation facility at DNR’s Panola Mountain Historic Site. 
Several Council members expressed concerns about the security of the material there. Frankie 
Mewborn stated that the facility was never intended to be a curation space for human remains 
and burial objects under Council control, but that they are happy to help the Council by 
providing the space. He said his department would not object if the remains were moved to 
another facility. Tom Gresham suggested that we contact the curation facility at the University of 
West Georgia in Carrollton where they have a secure, dedicated space with a knowledgeable 
director and well  trained staff. Tom will contact them to see if they are able and willing to house 
our material. Tom will also contact Debbie Walsmith to make sure that the Council material is 
not included on the recently completed DNR  NAGPRA inventory.  
 
 The issue of how the Council keeps its records, especially emails and telephone calls, was 
discussed next. Marilyn McGaughey stated that it is important for us to keep full and orderly 
records. We noted that Sarah Hill now receives all emails to the Council that come via our web 
page. Pam Meditz explained that their office, Linda Moye in particular, takes calls for the Indian 
Council.  Their office handles simple, routine matters (such as requests for information on 
genealogy and requests about getting money that “they are due because they are Indian”), and 
passes all other calls on to Nealie. Pam Meditz showed the Council a log she has created for 
recording all calls. We agreed that DNR, mainly Linda Moye, will maintain the log of all 
telephone calls to the Indian Council, and note how each was handled (e.g., “routine immediate 
response” or “forwarded to Nealie”). We also agreed that each Council member who is passed 
such a call, primarily Nealie, will keep a log of Council-related calls he receives and how they 
were handled. The log will have a column describing the final outcome of the call. We agreed 
that all substantive (non-routine) emails and telephone calls will be reported at each Council 
meeting, to insure that they are entered into our permanent record. A new agenda item for each 
meeting will be a review of telephone calls and emails to the Council from the public. The 
minutes will reflect the communications and their disposition. 
 
 Sarah Hill then mentioned the three substantive emails received via our web site the past 
month. These were: 
 1. Oracle IAS asking how and where we rebury Indians - Sarah’s response, which 
revealed no specific information, was returned twice. No further action to be taken. 
 2. Cindy Morrison wanted to hire Indian dancers. Message forwarded to Vonnie 
McCormick. 
 3. Misty Penton, new anthropologist at Thomas University in Thomaston, wants help 
with a nineteenth century cemetery in Willacoochee (Atkinson County) that contains likely 



Creek burials. Email forwarded to Nealie and Tom, who are to call her. 
 
 We next discussed upcoming projects and responsibilities of the Council that might need 
funding this fiscal year. The discussion began with a presentation of Council budget figures 
prepared by Pam Meditz, showing a current balance of $16,375 and a projected fiscal year end 
balance of about $13,290. Representing the Historic Sites Region, Pam then outlined several 
needs of Indian-themed historic sites that need funds to help implement projects. These were: 
 1. a native grass project at Etowah Mounds needing $2,000,  
 2. an interpretive sign for a native housing display at Etowah needing $2,000, 
 3. manikins, clothing and reproduction furnishings for the Vann house, needing $4,600. 
 
Pam also discussed a need for about $1,500 to hire a physical anthropologist to study human 
remains for DNR’s compliance with NAGPRA. Tom mentioned that the Council’s physical 
anthropologist, Dr. Karen Burns, has offered to conduct such examinations for the Council in the 
past and might be willing to do this for DNR. 
 
 On a motion, the Council voted to spend $4,000 for the two projects at Etowah Mounds 
Historic Site and $4,600 for the project at the Vann House Historic Site. Allocating money for 
NAGPRA work by a physical anthropologist was tabled until we hear from Dr. Burns. Marilyn 
McGaughey requested that the Council be credited for their financial assistance on the signage 
with the projects at the two historic sites to convey the presence and work of the Council. 
Frankie Mewborn said he thought this could be done.  
 
 Pam then distributed a print-out of all of the Council’s encumbered purchase orders since 
1995. Sixteen have remaining funds, with a total balance of $24,618.29. Pam said that such 
encumbrances are no longer allowed and that all of these will be taken off the books at the end of 
this fiscal year. We are allowed to spend any balances, as long it is to the specific vendor and for 
the specific task described. We observed that we need new letterhead stationery, with our current 
address. We agreed that if Austin Printing is still in business, we should order up to $650.00 (the 
remaining balance) of letterhead and envelopes from this account. Pam will check into this and 
place an order.  
       
 Marilyn suggested we write a letter of thanks to Linda Moye for her service to the 
Council and this will be done in the next month or two. 
 
 There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:10 p.m. 
 
 
Visitors: Frankie Mewborn, Pam Meditz, Dan and Dola Davis 


